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EDUCATION/TRAINING  

INSTITUTION AND LOCATION DEGREE Completion FIELD OF STUDY 

Tel-Aviv University, Tel-Aviv, Israel BMedSc 06/1995 Medicine 

Tel-Aviv University, Tel-Aviv, Israel MD 06/1998 Medicine 

Wolfson Medical center, Holon, Israel Residency 10/2003 Pediatrics 

Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto, ON, Canada Fellowship 06/2007 Ped. Gastroenterology 

University of Toronto, Toronto, ON, Canada PhD 09/2008 Cellular Microbiology 

University of Toronto, Toronto, ON, Canada Postdoctoral 06/2009 Cellular Microbiology 

 

Personal Statement: Unraveling complex chronic diseases remains a critical gap in biomedical research. Intestinal 

microbes are involved in many systemic disorders, including diabetes, obesity, and cancer. The role of microbes and how 

they are affected by diet in the pathogenesis of inflammatory bowel diseases (IBD) is the main focus of my research activities. 

My laboratory investigates mechanisms of microbial virulence related to IBD, and the complex interplay between diet, 

microbes, and disease, using in vitro, ex vivo, and in vivo disease models and human samples. Immune responses in IBD, 

as well as factors that determine pathogenicity of resident microbes, are actively investigated and supported by operating 

grants. My lab has specific interest in diet-microbe-host interactions and uses metagenomics and metabolomics from various 

human samples.  

These interests fit very well with my clinical expertise as a pediatric gastroenterologist, treating children with IBD as a 

physician-scientist, with 75% protected time for research, mainly carried out in the laboratory, I enjoy the opportunity to 

combine clinical and scientific goals and cover basic, clinical, and translational areas of research from bench-to-bedside in 

an academic center of excellence. As one of the PIs and co-chair elect of the Canadian Children IBD Network, I am involved 

in multiple basic, translational, and clinical studies building on this unique, >1,500 patient, prospective, national, pediatric 

IBD inception cohort, which is now focusing on more specific translational research. 

 My research has allowed me to develop an international recognition and involvement in both research and clinical 

aspects related to my filed, including becoming the first Chair of the European Society for Paediatric Gastroenterology 

Hepatology and Nutrition (ESPGHAN) IBD Porto Group Research Committee and Member of the Porto Group Executive 

and the Lead on the anti-TNF section for the new Porto/European Crohn’s and Colitis Organization (ECCO) Crohn disease 

guidelines (JCC, 2021) as well as co-lead on the next ESPGHAN/ECCO UC Guidelines. I have been invited to speak at 

major international meetings on these topics, as an expert speaker and visiting professor.  

 

Major Committees, Workshops, and Memberships 

2023-2025 Co-Chair - Canadian Children’s IBD Network (CIDSCaNN) 

2023- Mentoring in IBD Steering Committee, Member 

2022-2023 Co-Chair Elect - Canadian Children’s IBD Network (CIDSCaNN) 

2021-2023 Canadian Children’s IBD Network Basic & Translational Research Committee, Co-Chair 

2019-  Executive of Paediatric IBD Porto Group of ESPGHAN (Research and Financial Liaison) 

2019-2023  D-ECCO (Dietitians of European Crohn’s and Colitis Organization) Committee Member; Officer of 

ECCO 

2019  ECCO-ESPGHAN Paediatric CD Treatment Guideline Consensus. Committee member; Lead of 

Anti-TNF section 

2017, 2019, 2022: 4th, 5th, 6th International Symposium on Pediatric IBD, Barcelona, Spain; Budapest, Hungary; 

Edinburgh, Scotland (Scientific Committee; Chair of Basic Science Section). 

2017-2023 Paediatric IBD Porto Group of ESPGHAN Research Committee, Chair 

2015-2021  Canadian Child Health Clinician-Scientist Program (CCHCSP), U Alberta co-Lead 

 

Contributions to Science [Selected from a total of 135 peer-review publications; trainees underlined; H index: 42; total 

citations: 6,906 (as per Google Scholar, May 2023)]; trainees are underlined. 

Complete List of Published Work: https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=ON9jPY4AAAAJ&hl=en 

https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=ON9jPY4AAAAJ&hl=en
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